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Prime agricultural areas are areas where prime agricultural lands predominate. Specialty crop areas shall be
given the highest priority for protection, followed by Canada Land Inventory Class 1, 2, and 3 lands, and any
associated Class 4 through 7 lands within the prime agricultural area, in this order of priority.

2.3.2 Planning authorities shall designate prime agricultural areas and specialty crop areas in accordance with
guidelines developed by the Province, as amended from time to time.

‘ 2.3.3 Permitted uses )

2.3.3.1 In prime agricultural areas, permitted uses and activities are: agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses
and on-farm diversified uses.

) Proposed agriculture-related uses and on-farm diversified uses shall be compatible with, and shall not hinder,
surrounding agricultural operations. Criteria for these uses may be based on guidelines developed by the
Province or municipal approaches, as set out in municipal planning documents, which achieve the same
objectives.

2.3.3.2 In prime agricultural areas, all types, sizes and intensities of agricultural uses and normal farm
practices shall be promoted and protected in accordance with provincial standards.

2.3.3.3 New land uses, including the creation of lots, and new or expanding livestock facilities shall comply with
the minimum distance separation formulae.

2.3.4 Lot creation and lot adjustments

2.3.4.1 Lot creation in prime agricultural areas is discouraged and may only be permitted for:

a. agricultural uses, provided that the lots are of a size appropriate for the type of agricultural use(s)
common in the area and are sufficiently large to maintain flexibility for future changes in the type or size
of agricultural operations;

b. agriculture-related uses, provided that any new lot will be limited to a minimum size needed to
accommodate the use and appropriate sewage and water services,

c. a residence surplus to a farming operation as a result of farm consolidation, provided that:

1. the new lot will be limited to a minimum size needed to accommodate the use and appropriate
sewage and water services; and

2. the planning authority ensures that new residential dwellings are prohibited on any remnant parcel
of farmland created by the severance. The approach used to ensure that no new residential dwellings
are permitted on the remnant parcel may be recommended by the Province, or based on municipal
approaches which achieve the same objective; and

d. infrastructure, where the facility or corridor cannot be accommodated through the use of easements or
rights-of-way.

2.3.4.2 Lot adjustments in prime agricultural areas may be permitted for legal or technical reasons.

2.3.4.3 The creation of new residential lots in prime agricultural areas shall not be permitted, except in
accordance with policy 2.3.4.1(c).

2.3.5 Removal of land from prime agricultural areas

2.3.5.1 Planning authorities may only exclude land from prime agricultural areas for expansions of or
identification of settlement areas in accordance with policy 1.1.3.8.

2.3.6 Non-agricultural uses in prime agricultural areas
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2. PERMITTED USES

2.2.3 Examples of Uses that Would Typically Not be Agriculture-Related Uses

Examples of uses that would typically not be agriculture-related uses because they do not meet PPS definitions
or criteria include:

+ large food processing plants, large wineries and other uses that are high-water-use or effluent generators
and are better suited to locations with full municipal services
micro-breweries and distilleries
contractors’ yards, construction companies, landscapers, well drillers, excavators, paint or building
suppliers
sewage biosolids storage and composting facilities for non-agricultural source material
+ antique businesses
art or music studios
*+ automobile dealerships, towing companies, mechanics shop or wrecking yards
rural retreats, recreational uses and facilities, campgrounds or fairgrounds
- conference centres, hotels, guest houses or restaurants
furniture makers
institutions such as schools or clinics

ﬁ seasonal storage of boats, trailers or cars

+ veterinary clinics
* trucking yards

While not meeting the criteria for agriculture-related uses, some of these uses may fit under on-farm diversified

uses if all criteria for that category of uses are met. ———————
—— 2.3 On-Farm Diversified Uses

A wide variety of uses may qualify as on-farm diversified uses based on the PPS definition, as long as they
meet the criteria described below. On-farm diversified uses should be related to agriculture, supportive of
agriculture or able to co-exist with agriculture without conflict. On-farm diversified uses are intended to enable
farm operators to diversify and supplement their farm income, as well as to accommodate value-added and
agri-tourism uses in prime agricultural areas.

ified uses: means uses that are secondary to the principal agricultural use of the property,
and are hmtted in area. On-farm diversified uses include, but are not limited to, home occupations, home
industries, agri-tourism uses, and uses that produce value-added agricultural products.

On-farm div

PPS, definitions

2.3.1 PPS Criteria for On-Farm Diversified Uses
All of the following criteria must be met to qualify as on-farm diversified uses, in accordance with the PPS.

1. Located on a farm.
(from the label “on-farm” diversified uses and from the definition’s requirement that the use be

secondary to the principal “agricultural use” of the property)

On-farm diversified uses must be located on a farm property that is actively in agricultural use. The on-farm
diversified uses provisions in the PPS do not apply to small residential lots in the prime agricultural area.
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Development and site alteration shall be restricted in or near sensitive surface water
features and sensitive ground water features such that these features and their
related hydrologic functions will be protected, improved or restored.

Mitigative measures and/or alternative development approaches may be required in
order to protect, improve or restore sensitive surface water features, sensitive
ground water features, and their hydrologic functions.

Agriculture

Prime agricultural areas shall be protected for long-term use for agriculture.

Prime agricultural areas are areas where prime agricultural lands predominate.
Specialty crop areas shall be given the highest priority for protection, followed by
Canada Land Inventory Class 1, 2, and 3 lands, and any associated Class 4 through 7
lands within the prime agricultural area, in this order of priority.

Planning authorities shall designate prime agricultural areas and specialty crop areas
in accordance with guidelines developed by the Province, as amended from time to
time.

Planning authorities are encouraged to use an agricultural system approach to
maintain and enhance the geographic continuity of the agricultural land base and
the functional and economic connections to the agri-food network.

Permitted Uses

In prime agricultural areas, permitted uses and activities are: agricultural uses,
agriculture-related uses and on-farm diversified uses.

Proposed agriculture-related uses and on-farm diversified uses shall be compatible
with, and shall not hinder, surrounding agricultural operations. Criteria for these
uses may be based on guidelines developed by the Province or municipal
approaches, as set out in municipal planning documents, which achieve the same
objectives.

In prime agricultural areas, all types, sizes and intensities of agricultural uses and
normal farm practices shall be promoted and protected in accordance with
provincial standards.

New land uses in prime agricultural areas, including the creation of lots and new or
expanding livestock facilities, shall comply with the minimum distance separation

formulae.

Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 | 26




