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Our Mandate

The Ontario Library Service was established in 2021 and is mandated to
deliver programs and services on behalf of the Ontario Minister of Tourism,
Culture and Sport by:

s Increase cooperation and coordination among Public Library boards and
other information providers in order to promote the provision of library
services to the public

» Assist Public Library boards and First Nations public libraries by
providing them with services and programs that meet their needs

including consulting, training and development services.

Our Mission, Vision & Strategic Plan

Vision

Our Board

The Ontario Library Service Board is composed of 13 people: 9 elected
Board Assembly representatives and 4 Ministerial Appointees. The full term
for the Board is four years, beginning at least one full year after Ontario
municipal elections.

On April 1, 2021, the first meeting of the Ontario Library Service Board took
place. The interim Board made up of representatives from both the Southern
Ontario Library Service and Ontario Library Service-North Boards. At the
Board Assembly Meetings held in April and May, representatives were
elected to the Ontario Library Service Board. At the June 2021 Annual
General Meeting, the first elected Ontario Library Service Board will begin to

serve its term from, June 2021 to June 2024.

View the Ontario Library Service Board Member Role Description.

The Ontario Library Service is universally recognized and highly valued as a robust, province-wide organization that provides seamless access to programs

and services that strengthen all public libraries in Ontario.

Mission

The Ontario Library Service empowers Ontario’s public libraries to continuously adapt and improve services to their unigue communities.
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Year in Review: 2021-2022

April 1, 2022 marked one year as the Ontario Library Service. Download the Infographic showcasing a few highlights.
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Board Assemblies
About Board Assemblies:
s There are 9 Board Assemblies based on population served to represent Ontario public libraries.
s All public libraries boards in Ontario are eligible to appoint an official representative to their respective Board Assembly.

* One Representative from each Board Assembly is elected from their corresponding population-based Board Assembly to serve on the Ontario Library

Services Board.

Read more about the Board Member Selection Process. (Francais.)

In addition to their role in the Ontario Library Service governance process, Board Assemblies provide library board members with opportunities to share
information and hear how other boards deal with issues, like the ones you face, in governing a public library. They offer suggestions and support for board

training and serve as a communication link between the Ontario Library Service and local boards.

Board Assemblies will meet virtually twice a year, once in the Fall and once in the Spring. Visit the Meetings page for upcoming meeting dates.

An email discussion group for all Board Assembly Members and other interested board members to share comments, questions and best practices about
governance and board topics is available to join. For more information, visit the Distribution Groups section of the website.
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