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Report Subject:  Traffic and Parking By-law Delegation of Authority

Recommendations:

1. That Report PUB-005-25, and any related delegations or communication items, be
received,;

2. That the By-law attached to Report PUB-005-25, as Attachment 1, to amend the
Delegation of Authority By-law to authorize the Deputy CAO of Public Services to
make minor changes to the Schedules of the Traffic and Parking By-law, be
approved; and

3. That all interested parties listed in Report PUB-005-25, be advised of Council’s
decision.
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Report Overview

This report seeks Council’s approval to provide the Deputy CAO of Public Services with the
authority to implement changes to specific schedules of the Traffic and Parking By-law 2014-
059, for the purpose of increasing safety, efficiency, and effectiveness in the municipality’s
administration and traffic operations processes.

1.

Background

Current Process

11

1.2

1.3

Throughout the year, the Public Works Traffic Division continuously monitors the road
network, documenting operational changes driven by evolving traffic patterns and
behaviours, growth from new developments, or alterations to the roadside environment.
Many of these changes are administrative, stemming directly from Council decisions
made through other processes. With the introduction of the Traffic Calming Policy, staff
anticipate a significant increase in administrative, operational, and adaptive changes to
certain regulatory signage as part of the traffic calming implementation process.

Currently, if Staff want to make minor changes to the Traffic and Parking By-law 2014-
059, they are required to submit a Council report along with a corresponding amending
by-law for Council approval. Once approved by Council, staff can initiate preparations
for implementing the changes. This process demands considerable staff resources and
Council approvals to make temporary changes or meet the evolving traffic operations
efficiently.

The historical trend of Traffic and Parking By-law amendments, such as housekeeping
items or recommendations for changes to traffic operations or traffic control, were
approved by Council as presented. This demonstrates the correlation between staff's
conclusions and recommendations and Council’s understanding of the local road
network needs.



https://weblink.clarington.net/WebLink/ElectronicFile.aspx?docid=230713&dbid=0&repo=Clarington
https://weblink.clarington.net/WebLink/ElectronicFile.aspx?docid=230713&dbid=0&repo=Clarington

Municipality of Clarington Page 3
Report PUB-005-25

2.

Analysis

Municipal Benchmarking

2.1

2.2

Staff have reviewed the processes of several other municipalities in Ontario and found
many examples of delegated authority relating to traffic operations. Some examples
include:

¢ City of Oshawa

e Region of Durham
e City of Kingston

e City of Ottawa

Staff have noted varying degrees of delegated authority and have selected the following
schedules of the Traffic and Parking By-law for consideration:

Schedule 1 — No Stopping

Schedule 2 — No Parking

Schedule 3 — Parking for Restricted Periods

Schedule 7 — Loading Zones

Schedule 8 — One Way Highways

Schedule 9 — Through Highways

Schedule 10 — Stop Signs

Schedule 11 - Yield Right-of-way Signs

Schedule 12 — Maximum Rate of Speed on Highway (specific conditions only)

Schedule 13 — Maximum Rate of Speed Passing Over a Bridge



Municipality of Clarington Page 4
Report PUB-005-25

Schedule 14 — Highways Exempt from Weight Restrictions

Schedule 15 — School Bus Loading Zones

Schedule 16 — Accessible On-street Parking

Schedule 17 — Turning Movements Prohibited

Schedule 19 — Designated Turn Lanes

Schedule 22 — Maximum Gross Vehicle Weight Passing Over a Bridge

Schedule 23 — No Heavy Trucks

Justifications for Delegation of Authority

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

Sections 23.1 and 23.2 of the Municipal Act, 2001, provides that Council can delegate
its legislative powers if, in Council’s opinion, the power being delegated is minor in
nature.

Staff submit that changes proposed to be made by Staff to the schedules listed in
section 2.2 are of a minor nature and are in line with other municipalities with delegated
authority to manage traffic operations. For further transparency, descriptions of these
schedules and the changes that would be made by Staff, are described in the following
paragraphs.

Schedules 1, 2, 3 — Amendments typically include changes to stopping and parking
signage. These changes may be required along curves, at intersections, crosswalks,
school crossings, fire hydrants, mailboxes, and other areas of concern identified by
staff. These are often identified through traffic studies, observations and feedback from
Municipal Law Enforcement Officers, changes in roadside environment such as new
construction or change in type of establishments. This also includes new subdivisions,
capital and infrastructure projects which were previously approved by Council. Another
area involves modifications to signage required to accommodate changes to Public
Transit operations and stop locations beyond our control.

Schedules 7, 15 — Amendments may include any signage modifications to loading
zones and school bus loading zones, if found to require modifications due operational
changes.

Schedule 8 — Amendments may include changes to the operation of the existing One
Way streets. Examples may be due to construction, detours, special events.

Schedules 9, 10, 11 — Amendments often include updates to through highways,
including intersections with stops and yield signs. These changes are identified when


https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/01m25#BK35
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2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

new roads and intersections are being added to the Traffic and Parking By-law.
Examples such as changes to intersections where an All-Way STOP is being introduced
by staff, the construction of a new roundabout, and road extensions (for example Lake
Road to Bennett Road, or the future Longworth Avenue extension).

Schedule 12 (conditional) — Although this schedule contains the official posted speed
limits on Clarington roads, staff recommend that the delegation of authority applies to
the following housekeeping cases in this schedule:

e Reduction of speed limit ONLY within any newly identified school zones, as
previously approved by Council in 2023. Examples include one new school
scheduled to open in September 2025, and any other future school zones.

e Restoration of speed limits ONLY where the roadside environment initially
requiring the speed limit reduction is no longer present. Example may include a
school closure, and the 30km/h speed limit is no longer justified and appropriate.

e Speed limit signage adjustments required for the future Automated Speed
Enforcement (ASE) program to operate.

Schedules 13, 22 — Amendments include changes to posted speeds or vehicle weights
when passing over a bridge. These changes are identified from bi-annual bridge
inspections.

Schedules 14, 23 — Amendments include the temporary installation of No Heavy Trucks
signage, as already delegated in the existing By-law 2024-042, Delegation of Authority.
The related Highways Exempt from Weight Restrictions schedule may require updates
to signage and locations in cases where new roads are constructed, or existing roads
are reconstructed to suitable standards.

Schedule 16 — Amendments include housekeeping aspects such as new additions, or
relocations of existing accessible on-street parking, as opportunities become available
through staff studies or approved construction projects. It must be noted that any
changes to accessible on-street parking must first be approved by the Accessibility
Advisory Committee.

Schedules 17 and 19 — Amendments are housekeeping in nature, and include changes
to turn lane designation signage. These changes may involve new intersections,
intersection reconstruction projects, or signage prohibiting specific turning movements,
such as No Left Turn, or No U-Turn.
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Communication

2.14

2.15

Staff will inform Council of amendments through Council Briefing Notes, including
changes made to traffic operations such as new All Way Stops or restrictions on heavy
truck movements.

By-law amendments will also be incorporated into the consolidated Traffic and parking
By-law, which is linked on the municipal website and available to the public.

Financial Considerations

Not applicable

Strategic Plan

This recommendation for the delegation of authority aligns with the strategic plan
components L.1.3: Empowering staff to identify opportunities for enhancing efficiency
and effectiveness, L.2.2: Utilizing technology and process improvements to modernize
and optimize services, and C.2.3: Developing a traffic calming plan to address
neighborhood speeding and parking concerns. Implementing these recommendations
will yield significant efficiencies in amending the Traffic and Parking By-law by:

e Minimizing liability through the expedited modification of signage and traffic
operations as necessary,

e Ensuring accountable leadership,
e Enhancing administrative efficiency by reducing the number of staff and hours
currently required for the drafting and processing of reports, which involves

personnel from Public Works, Municipal Law Enforcement, Municipal Clerks,
Planning and Infrastructure, and the Durham Regional Police Service.

Climate Change
Not Applicable.

Concurrence

This report has been reviewed by the Deputy CAO of Planning and Infrastructure and
the Deputy CAO of Legislative Services who concur with the recommendations.
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7. Conclusion

It is respectfully recommended that Council further amend By-law 2024-042, Delegation
of Authority and authorize the Deputy CAO of Public Services, to amend the Schedules
identified in section 2.2, of the Traffic and Parking By-law 2014-059. By doing so,
Council will provide the Deputy CAO of Public Services with the ability to expedite the
By-law amendment process required for safe and efficient movement of all types of road
users.

Staff Contact: Slav Potrykus, Traffic Engineering Supervisor, 905-623-3379 extension 2315 or
spotrykus@clarington.net.

Attachments:
Attachment 1 — By-law to amend the Delegation of Authority By-law 2024-042
Interested Parties:

There are no interested parties to be notified of Council's decision.


mailto:spotrykus@clarington.net

